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WELCOME TO THE SIXTEENTH EDITION 
Welcome to the sixteenth edition of ‘The Pelhams’. If you’re starting – 

at last – to think again of summer holidays, why not choose the 

attractions of Kazakstan with its delightful culinary treats? And if you’re 

job hunting, why not consider the opportunities offered in nightsoil 

collection? And Mums and Dads, now that you’ve finished home 

schooling, see what they’ve been up to back in the hands of the 

professionals. 

We’re constantly surprised to hear about the interests, travels, hobbies 

and experiences of our residents. Please send us yours - it can be 

anything from a few sentences up to a couple of pages, thank you. 

On a more serious note, we’d be grateful if you’d consider supporting 

our advertisers as we emerge cautiously from lockdown (again). Many 

of them have had a tough time over the last twelve months and deserve 

a chance to get back on their feet. 

Keep safe. 

Contributions to: pelhamscommag@gmail.com  

 

Cover photo 

The cover shows the brewery crossroads in Furneux Pelham in the late 

1950s/early 1960s. At that time, a small fair visited the village every 

September after the harvest, and was located in what was once an 

orchard between the Brewery Tap and the Village Hall. The land now 

occupied by Calvert Close was still being used by the brewery’s 

employees as allotments. Perhaps the other distinctive feature is the 

circular filter plant used to treat the brewery’s effluent before its 

discharge into the River Ash. This came into service in 1956. Note also 

the man and woman sitting on the step of the pub – were they enjoying 

the sunshine or waiting for it to open? 

Helpline 
Sponsored by Furneux Pelham Parish Council, “The Pelhams” now has a 

helpline. Call 07599 616444 if you need some help, support or advice. Your 

call will be treated in confidence and the person answering will link you to the 

correct organisation or a local volunteer to provide whatever assistance is 

required.  

mailto:pelhamscommag@gmail.com
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Furneux Pelham’s village inconvenience   

Like most out-of-the-way rural villages, basic services came later than 
many might think to Furneux Pelham. By far the most problematic of 
these was sewage disposal. 

Before the Second World War, lavatories discharged into a septic tank 
or cess pit. Other properties had a more basic arrangement where an 
outside ‘earth closet’ was used to collect waste into a bucket. This had 
to be treated with disinfectant or ashes before being transferred it into a 
cess pit or used as garden fertiliser. The collection and disposal of this 
so-called ‘night soil’ from cess pits was organised by the District Council 
and each house in Furneux Pelham was allowed two free empties of their 
pit every year.   

The building of The Old Common development in the 1930s included a 
communal cess pit, but this was poorly built and too small to meet the 
needs of eight houses. Overflowing pits elsewhere in the village were 
blamed for outbreaks of sickness and diarrhoea at the school, and even 
when the nightsoil was collected it was occasionally dumped on local 
fields close to housing, provoking further complaint from residents in The 
Street, Violets Lane and near Bonhams crossroads. 

After the Second World War the need for a permanent solution was clear 
and a meeting was held in 1946 to agree the extent of a mains drainage 
scheme. The first proposed route ran from Furneaux Pelham Hall along 
the Street to ‘Hillside’ on the Lower East End road and included the north 
end of the Causeway and the new houses then being built in Whitebarns.  
Oddly, this same scheme was also intended to incorporate Clay 
Chimneys and East End, though how these were to connect is not clear.  

This plan was swiftly rejected as being too costly, so the first phase of 
four houses at Whitebarns and the eight Brookside houses were initially 
equipped with yet more communal cess pits.  

Rayment’s Brewery already had a basic filtration system to treat its 
effluent before it was discharged into the River Ash. This was little more 
than a bed of twigs to absorb the solids created in the brewing process 
but it was upgraded in 1956 (see cover photo). In in the same year the 
Parish Council and Rayment’s began to investigate the possibility of 
incorporating the village into the brewery system. Given its location, this 
proposal was also quickly rejected.  

In 1957, consulting engineers Balfour were engaged to estimate the 
costs of a village-wide scheme. This produced figures of £125 per 
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household in the main part of the village and £500 per household in East 
End and other outlying settlements, which were again rejected on cost. 

By 1960 a solution was finally in sight. A location for a new sewage works 
‘by the Barleycroft End fingerpost’ had been selected and a scheme 
costing £40,000 and covering the central parts of the village was agreed 
with the Ministry of Works. The site for the sewage works was not 
purchased until 1962 and work did not start until May 1964, although 
good progress was made on laying sewers by the end of that year. Bad 
weather in February 1965 caused further delays as the road began to 
collapse near the excavations. The works finally opened in 1966, with 
the majority of council houses connected by the end of that year.  

However, a survey of rural housing conducted in Furneux Pelham in the 
summer of 1967 showed that many - perhaps the majority - of the older 
cottages still made use of buckets or chemically treated toilets and 
twenty-three were still registered to have their nightsoil collected.  

The District Council expressed disappointment that owners of privately 
rented houses were slow to pay for a voluntary connection to the system, 
although it quickly hit on the solution by stopping the free emptying of 
cess pits for any house on the route of the new sewer at the end of 1967. 
It had taken over 20 years though, as many of you will know, there are 
still houses in the village that are not on mains drainage. 

Furneux Pelham History Group 

Furneux Pelham Parish Council  
The last virtual meeting was held on Thursday 4th March and the key 
points were: 

• following on from the “Christmas boxes”, 10 “ Bags of Kindness” 
received for delivery; 

• there is still no enforcement progress in relation to the pallet 
yard; 

• Highways are prioritising replacing missing warning signs and it 
is hoped that the locally missing “stop” and “give way” signs will 
be replaced in the coming months; 

• progress on the electric vehicle charging community hubs 
project received. Still early days for the project but a site visit at 
the Village Hall car park will be undertaken in the coming 
weeks; 
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• a vacancy still exists for a Councillor on the Parish Council. If 
you’re interested, please contact the Chair or Clerk for further 
information/forms; 

• a solution for the issue with the verge opposite Millwrights 
Cottage, at Barleycroft End, is still being investigated; 

• the Herts staged rally has been postponed for another year; 

• there will be no increase in fees for the car park and allotments 
for the coming year;  

• no crimes were reported to the Police during February and 
several rural operations have been conducted. More formal and 
frequent liaison between the police and Parish Clerks in the 
local area being established from the end of March; 

• the company consultation for a new solar power farm noted; 
and 

• the change in approach to Planning enforcement by East Herts 
Council highlighted by the Clerk was noted. 

 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be on Thursday 6th May 
2021 at 7 pm via Zoom. This is the annual meeting and will be 
preceded by the Annual Parish Assembly at 6:30pm. Remember - 
meetings are open to all village residents. Further information is 
available on the Parish Council website www.furneuxpelham.org.uk 

 

  

MESSAGE FROM THE MAGAZINE TEAM…….. 

If you would like to contribute to the contents of this magazine, 

please email copy to pelhamscommag@gmail.com by the  

15th of the month. 

Please send in your news, details of events or reports about what’s 

been going on, with or without photos.  

The team producing this community magazine reserves the right to 

adjust formatting or to not print any article that it considers to be 

inappropriate or discriminatory. In addition, the team does not 

necessarily agree or disagree with the opinions aired in any article 

printed. 

http://www.furneuxpelham.org.uk/
mailto:pelhamscommag@gmail.com


 

6 

Solar Farm 
I am sure most of you are aware of the proposal to build a solar farm on 180 
acres of prime farmland between Berden, Little London and Manuden. 

The scheme has been met with opposition and the ‘Stop Battles Solar Farm’ 
protest group has been formed by Berden resident Claire Russell. 
www.stopbattlessolarfarm.com. 

Stocking Pelham Parish Council held an extraordinary meeting on Thursday 
March 10th 2021 using the Zoom platform to discuss the project with Claire 
and District Councillor Geoff Williamson was also present. 

Although all agreed that green and sustainable energy generally is desirable, it 
was also agreed that the land up for proposal is prime farming land and that 
potentially there were many areas better suited that could be used for this and 
other similar schemes.   

It was also highlighted that once one scheme has been initiated that more will 
follow in the area giving the potential for us loosing hundreds of acres to solar 
panels. 

It was agreed unanimously at the meeting that SPPC are against the 
proposals and would back ‘Stop Battles Solar Farm’. A village action group 
separate to the Parish Council has also been formed. 

Please follow the above link to stop battles solar farm for more information and 
find links below for petitions if you wish to make your own protest. 

https://uttlesford.moderngov.co.uk/mgEPetitionDisplay.aspx?ID=13&RPID=37
41610&HPID=3741610 

https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/552333?fbclid=IwAR2YQg8x47SE5nvPk
JYIyuEyPbrmIj8efhHIfFj_yYaiHgokNZVRB00umYA 

 
ELECTORAL ROLL AND APCMs 

Electoral Roll Revisions are currently taking place prior to Annual Parochial 
Church Meetings (APCM).  If you wish to either go on to a Church’s Electoral 
Roll, come off the Electoral Roll or simply want to know more about the 
Church Electoral roll – please speak to Rev’d Julie Gawthrope (01920) 823531. 
APCMs are open to the public and are an opportunity for you to hear more 
about the work of the church and its finances.  Here are the dates for our two 
churches: 
St Mary’s, Furneux Pelham APCM - 11th May 2021 at 7 pm in the church  
St Mary’s, Stocking Pelham APCM – 19th May 2021 at 7 pm in the church 
 

.  

http://www.stopbattlessolarfarm.com/
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Calendar of Services for St Mary’s Furneux Pelham and 
St Mary’s Stocking Pelham 

OUR CHURCHES ARE NOW OPEN FOR PUBLIC WORSHIP! 
Even though we are open for worship, weekly services at Braughing will 
continue to be live-streamed on Zoom. Some services will also be streamed 
on Facebook live.  The Parish office can provide zoom link/ID and passcode 
and details - churchoffice@braughing.org.uk 
 

Thursday 1st April Maundy Thursday 
8.00 pm Benefice Holy Communion on Zoom 
Friday 2nd April  Good Friday 
2.00 pm Benefice Stations of the Cross on Zoom 
Sunday 4th April Easter Day 
9.30 am  All Together Holy Communion  Furneux Pelham 
11.15 am All Age Holy Communion  Braughing 
Sunday 11th April Easter 2 
10.00 am  All Age Morning Worship  Furneux Pelham 
11.15 am Holy Communion   Braughing 
Sunday 18th April Easter 3 
9.30 am  Café Church    Furneux Pelham 
11.15 am Holy Communion   Braughing 
Sunday 25th April Easter 4 
9.30 am  Holy Communion   Furneux Pelham 
11.15 am Holy Communion   Braughing 
 

St Mary’s, Stocking Pelham and St Mary’s, Furneux Pelham are part of a 

Benefice of three churches which also include St Mary’s, Braughing. 

The Rector for all three churches is Rev’d Julie Gawthrope, 
vicar@braughing.org.uk | 01920 823531 | 1 Pentlows, Braughing, SG11 2QD 
Please note her usual day off is Friday. 

St Mary’s, Stocking Pelham Churchwardens: Mrs J Bailey (01279) 777454,  
Mr R Taylor (01279) 777593 

St Mary’s, Furneux Pelham Churchwardens – vacant   

(Please contact Malcolm Ewen in the absence of the Rector – (01279) 777530) 

For latest information about the churches please go to our websites - A 
Church Near You: 
St Mary’s, Furneux Pelham: https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7817/ 
St Mary’s, Stocking Pelham: https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7826/ 

mailto:churchoffice@braughing.org.uk
mailto:vicar@braughing.org.uk
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7817/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7826/
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Stocking Pelham Parish Council  

The February meeting of SPPC was held via Zoom on February25th 

6.30pm. 

Present: Cllrs Louise Balaam, Colin Berthoud, Andy Brown (Vice chair), 

Daniel Horn, Michael Hutchins (Chairman) and Paul Lucas. 

In Attendance: Riikka Berthoud, Parish Clerk, District Cllr Geoff 

Williamson and one member of the public. 

This is a condensed report, but the full minutes can be seen on the 

SPPC website. 

In the public issue section one resident gave an account of the noise 

and smoke from The Oaks Industrial centre all day and weekends until 

late in the evening including the storage of many cars and the impact 

on horses. East Herts Council (EHC), Herts County Council & Oliver 

Heald MP have been contacted. Oliver Heald has passed the matter to 

the Environment Agency. Cllr Lucas has liaised with EHC and District 

Cllr Williamson offered to co-ordinate with other EHC departments. 

Village hall report by Cllr Hutchins: Celebrations for the Cricket Club 

centenary & playground grand opening were discussed at the latest 

village hall committee meeting. The proposal is for a joint village event 

in July/August subject to covid restrictions. 

Playground project - Cllrs Brown and Balaam: Update on the project 

including choosing supplier, grant funding plus Cllr Brown has compiled 

a list of volunteering tasks and will post an update on Facebook.  

Cllr Balaam to be the contact and will also approach lottery and Clarion 

housing regarding funding. 

Footpaths & Common land - Cllr Brown: Update to include Parish 

footpaths on the Parish Council website. The rabbit problem at the 

recreation ground will be dealt with by culling. Cllr Lucas reported a 

potential sewage problem at the crossing of footpaths 7 & 9 behind the 

square and Cockswood. Chairman to report the problem to Clarion 

Housing. 
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Roger Reason a long-term resident of the village has passed away and 

his daughter has asked permission to place a commemorative bench or 

tree on Crabbs Green where her father enjoyed spending time. The 

council was in favour. 

Highways - Cllr Horn: Nothing new to report. 

Planning - Cllr Lucas: Update on current applications and complaints by 

residents regarding The Oaks. No new applications 

The Cock Inn - Cllr Berthoud: SPCAG continuing talks with interested 

parties. 

Finance: Unanimously agreed to purchase new Save Our Pub banners 

for £190.00 plus vat. 

Clerks Notices: A proposal for a solar farm in Berden was received by 

the Clerk who will organise a meeting with the company concerned The 

Low Carbon Group. 

Next meeting Thursday March 25th. 

Mike Hutchins - Chair, SPPC 

www.stockingpelhampc.org.uk 

 

 

COVID vaccine scams 

Remember the NHS will: 

 NEVER ask for payment - all vaccines are FREE; 
 NEVER ask for your Bank details; 
 NEVER arrive unannounced at your home to administer 

the vaccine; or 
 NEVER ask you to prove your identity by sending copies 

of personal documents. 

 

  

http://www.stockingpelhampc.org.uk/
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Recollections from travels in Russia and Kazakstan 

in the 1990s……..  
During the late 1990’s i was fortunate (?) to have the chance to travel on 

business to Russia and the Stan republics. This was not long after the fall of 

the Berlin wall and there was a race amongst multi national companies to 

open up new commercial links in these countries. I was working at the time 

for an international chemical company and based in Vienna. 

We had been alerted to a joint venture opportunity to invest in a chemical 

facility in the town of Stepnogorsk in the middle of the Kazak Steppes. 

Stepnogorsk had an interesting history….it had originally been founded as a 

result of one of Stalins purges in the late 1940s, and then in the 60s the 

Russians set up a facility to develop biological and chemical weapons (in 

particular The Mongolian Plague, a pathogen targeted specifically against 

Asian peoples, as the Russians at that time were very concerned about being 

invaded by China. Fortunately it was never used and the facility was shut 

down as part of an International Treaty outlawing the use of such weapons in 

warfare) The location of the town was ideal for this work, but less so as a 

normal chemical facility…it was hundreds of miles from any other settlement, 

and in one of the most inhospitable parts of Kazakstan where temperatures 

regularly dropped below -40 C in winter and exceeded +40 C in the summer. 

Anyhow, despite the location, we accepted the invitation, in March, to visit 

the site and see whether a deal could be done. 

It became clear the minute we stepped off our commercial flight in Almaty 

that this was not going to be an ordinary business trip. We were met on the 

tarmac by a pair of shiny new Mitsubishi cross country vehicles and whisked 

straight out of the airport (no customs or passport checks). The drivers set 

their cruise controls to 80 mph and for the next 4 hours we had one of the 

most terrifying car journeys of our life….the road was normal two way and 

the drivers slowed down for nothing……eventually it became clear that our 

host had managed to procure vehicles with Government number 

plates…police would rush out from radar speed check points intent on 

stopping us only to see the number plates and then salute us instead ! 
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We reached Stepnogorsk in the late afternoon and our host invited us to join 

him for dinner that evening. This turned out to be in his ancestral tent, or 

Yurt, and it appeared that he had bought most of his extended family with 

him, so it was quite crowded. Once we had settled cross legged on the floor 

the main meal was summoned, and turned out to be an enormous boiled 

sheep head, still covered in most of its wool. Oh god, more mutton we 

thought. The reality was somewhat worse. 

After several toasts of vodka, and before we could eat, our host cut off one of 

the sheep’s ears and solemnly offered it to my colleague with the words “This 

is for our guest so that he may hear all and be wise”. (My colleague was still 

trying to get sheep ear out of his teeth 4 hours later.) He then turned to me, 

and scooped the eye of the sheep out with a spoon, offering it to me with 

similar words, although in my case to “see all and be wise”. How do you eat a 

half cooked sheep’s eye? You can’t refuse it as that would be a huge loss of 

face. The answer is that you take a huge swig of vodka first and try not to 

chew it…… 

After dinner we returned to our accommodation, which turned out to be the 

only building on the entire site that had any form of heating. The Russians 

had designed the town on the basis that waste heat from all the chemical 

processes would be used to heat all the living accommodation. As there were 

now no chemicals being produced, there was no heat. How the poor 

residents were faring we had no idea……  

As a result, we all went to bed fully clothed, watching the ice form on the 

inside of our windows…. 

We toured the site the following day and it was clear that the Russians had 

invested in the very best equipment, better in fact than would be expected 

on a similar site in Europe. 

We left in similar style to that in which we had arrived, except this time by 

train. As there was only one train a day it was important to get to the station 

on time. Even so we arrived 30 mins late, only to find that our host had held 

the train especially for us….imagine that happening anywhere else!  

Bob Gale 
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Furneux Pelham School News 
We definitely had some fun in our live lessons during lockdown, 

and it was great to see each other every day online, but there is nothing like 

learning together in the classroom!  

Welcome Back 

We have had a wonderful start 

to the week this week as it has 

seen the return of all pupils to 

their classrooms.  There has 

been a real buzz around the 

school as we have celebrated book week together.  We 

have had a wonderful week enjoying a rich array of books 

together. 

Celebtrating Book Week 

We decided to save book week until we all returned to 

school so the first day of face-to-face teaching 

kickstarted a week of activities to foster a real passion for 

books are reading.  Mrs. Blakeman organised a week of 

activities, with each class’ focus being upon one text 

which would be the basis for a drama workshop for each 

class at the end of the week.  In Early Years and Key 

Stage 1 the focus was upon the much-loved tale of The 

Gruffalo, Year 3 enjoyed Fantastic Mr. Fox and upper key stage two went for 

classic fiction in the form of Oliver Twist! 

Dressing Up Day 

This year we decided to make our dressing up 

day a little bit different.  Since September, each 

class has been enjoying their class novels which 

we read together every single day – without fail!  

The children have been gripped by the these 

books, with many rushing to get sequels as soon 

as they are released.  This year, children had to 

choose a character from their class novel to dress up as and the costumes 

have been sensational, with so many incredible little touches that reveal the 

characters that the children have got to know so well through their books. 
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Masked Reader – Who is behind the mask? 

Every day, children were treated to a mystery – a story 

read by a masked reader.  The task for pupils was to work 

out which member of staff was hidden behind the mask.  

From frogs to ducks to dragons, we enjoyed a wonderful 

array of disguises as well as a number of entertaining 

tales. 

West End in Schools Workshops 

West End in Schools visited us for a day of 

drama workshops linked to our books for the 

week – Oliver Twist, The Gruffalo and Fantastic 

Mr. Fox.  Each class enjoyed a workshop of 

activities which allowed greater exploration of 

characters and events in the book.  The children 

created freeze frames and soundscapes linked to the books and used 

movement and expression to depict key characters. 

Competition Time! 

This week we have had lots of different competitions.  We have had a 

photography 

competition and 

have received 

lots of beautiful 

photos of 

children enjoying 

a book with others.  My favourite though 

has been to dress a potato as a book 

character - some really amazing entries! 
    

Decorate a Door 

Competition has been fierce between the classes to see 
who would create the most impressive door inspired by 
the books we have focused on in book week.  Within 
the classes, the children worked collaboratively to 
create a design for their door ready to wow the judges!  
From tables of food, glorious food to the deep, dark 
wood of The Gruffalo, these have certainly brightened 
up our classroom doors!  
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To: Editor 

From: Pelhams’ Potting Shed correspondent 
I am emboldened this month to include a handy ‘How to raise seeds’ guide 

which I hope will be useful for all of us who are embarking on another year of 

horticultural excellence. 

Sowing seeds really is the triumph of hope over experience but that’s no 

reason not to have a go. 

I would advise, generally, that it is best to remain not too ambitious and start 

with those which germinate with ease.   Remember back to those childhood 

days when you grew mustard and cress on your face flannel…..oh, you didn’t?   

Goodness, you really are a beginner. 

1.  Select what you are going to grow.   Remember the old dictum that 
perennials are plants that grow like weeds, biennials are those that 
die this year rather than next, and hardy annuals are those that don’t 
come up at all.     In the absence of your own ideas, may I suggest 
lettuce? 

2. Prepare the bed where you are going to grow them.    You will need 
to hoe like it’s going out of fashion, to prepare what is laughingly 
called a fine tilth.   To achieve this you need to wallop the lumpy bits 
– to use the correct horticultural terminology – and remove any large 
stones or other debris, like bits of plastic dinosaur, biro tops or half 
eaten gloves that were buried there by Unruly Hairy Hound. 

3. Once the soil is finely prepared, using a gardening line, draw a small v 
shaped indentation across the width of the bed.    If you don’t use a 
line, your line will be wobbly.   Actually if you do use a line, it will also 
be wobbly…… 

4.  If the soil is dry, water lightly. 
5. Open packet of seeds.   Apparently there are over 500 in the packet.    

Unless you have a lot of rabbits to feed, I would suggest you don’t 
need them all. 

6. Empty some seeds into the palm of your hand.   On no account 
sneeze.   Oh dear.   Empty some more seeds into the palm of your 
hand. 

7. Sprinkle thinly into the indentation you have made, then cover lightly 
with fine soil. 

8. Water – gently.  Use watering can rather than pressure hose. 
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9. Have celebratory cup of tea. 
10. Watch as Unruly Hairy Hound rolls in the beautifully prepared light 

soil. 
11. Watch further as Unruly Hairy Hound starts digging. 
12. Repeat steps 2 – 8.  
13. At this stage on no account have cup of tea.    Cover the newly sown 

seed with sprigs of holly, or netting, or cloches, or domestic grade 
explosives. 

14. Wait for germination, and enjoy the result of your efforts as lettuces 
crop up all over the garden.    But strangely, very few of them in the 
seed bed…. 

Ah well, I think we have just invented the English cottage garden.   And next 

month will feature the essential follow-on……how to keep slugs, snails, 

jackdaws, footballs, grandchildren large and small, family pets away from 

your fine tilth! 

Happy gardening, 

Your Potting Shed Correspondent 

 

 

Easter Wishes 

Easter Sunday is all about sending Easter 

wishes and messages, going to church, 

watching the Easter parades, hunting Easter 

eggs, and eating Easter foods. This is the holy 

occasion that spreads spirit among us. Let’s 

reach the positive vibes and love of Easter to 

everyone from your family, friends, and relatives 

through Happy Easter wishes and messages.  

Sending heartiest wishes on Easter. May you have the happiest Easter holiday 

filled with joy, peace, and so many Easter eggs. 
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Hertfordshire County Council secures £23.5m to combat Climate Change 

Hertfordshire County Council has successfully secured a further £8.5m of 
funding from the Public Sector Decarbonisation Scheme, managed by Salix 
Finance, to help fight the climate change emergency in the county. 

The county council’s success in securing a second and third application from 
this scheme brings its total funding to £23.5m. In January it successfully 
secured £15m of funding from its first application. 

The Public Sector Decarbonisation Scheme enables public sector 
organisations to tackle climate change by delivering capital energy efficiency 
schemes and heating decarbonisation projects. This funding means the county 
council can now deliver several sustainability led projects at a number of its 
sites including its school estate, fire stations, libraries and main office 
buildings. 

Hertfordshire residents playing their part as Covid Information 

Champions 

More than 100 residents have signed up so far to provide clear information on 
Covid-19, including vaccine advice, to all people across Hertfordshire. 

In establishing the project, Hertfordshire County Council has partnered with 
Community Help Hertfordshire, which is made up of eight voluntary 
organisations. 

The project works to identify and train information champions to share key 
messages with their families, friends and anyone in their local communities – a 
key element is making sure that those messages are available to people who, 
in many cases, cannot be reached via traditional or social media, while 
information is also provided in the language required. 

The project also ensures that residents in communities that we cannot reach, 
can access help if they need it. See below.  

Need a Little Support 

We all need a little support 
from time to time, whether 
that’s with buying food and 
essentials or heating our 
homes. If you or your family 
need help this winter, 
please call HertsHelp on 
0300 123 4044, email 
info@hertshelp.net or visit 
www.hertshelp.net 

 

 

 

mailto:info@hertshelp.net
http://www.hertshelp.net/
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THE HUNDRED PARISHES SOCIETY 

Guilds were an early form of trade association. They became established 

in the Middle Ages by groups of merchants to control standards and 

promote their particular craft or skill in the locality in which they 

operated. Some acquired sufficient funds and status to erect their own 

premises or Guildhalls in market towns. These buildings were used for 

meetings and other functions by the guilds. Some were designed to allow 

markets or trade on the ground floor.  

The Hundred Parishes has some wonderful surviving examples of 

guildhalls. Thaxted is probably the best known - three storeyed, timber 

framed and jetted, built in the 15th century. Thaxted was an important 

centre of cutlery manufacture and it is believed the cutlers helped to fund 

the building we now know as the Guildhall. Its original purpose is 

uncertain; it may have had broader uses as a moot hall or civic meeting 

place. The building later became a school and today it is used for parish 

council and other meetings and incorporates a small museum of Thaxted’s 

history. 

The guildhall at Linton was built in 1523 and is now a private house. It was 

once the home of Sir John Kendrew who was awarded the Nobel Prize for 

Chemistry in 1962.  

Finchingfield’s 15th-century guildhall stands beside the parish church. In 

the past it was used as almshouses and now the renovated building 

houses a library and excellent museum. The first floor is used in non-Covid 

times for courses and is available for private hire. 

In Church Lane Clavering you will find a 15th-century timber-framed and 

plastered building. Now a private dwelling, it was built as the guildhall and 

later served as a workhouse and then almshouses.  

Ashdon’s former 15th-century guildhall, behind the church, also later 

served as a workhouse before becoming a private house.  

Ken McDonald, Secretary 

www.hundredparishes.org.uk 

  

http://www.hundredparishes.org.uk/
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WEATHER REPORT FOR FEBRUARY 2021 

February was quite a varied month. From the 6th to the 14th it went to 

freezing point or lower every night, the lowest being -8c, and during the day 

was -2c on the coldest day but freezing or close to it on most other days then. 

By contrast, it warmed up after that, reaching 17c on the 12th. The weather 

forecasters kept saying how much above the average it was for the time of 

year, which I have no dispute with, but when I look back at my records, I find 

that these “unusual” temperatures happen remarkably often at much the 

same time every few years! In fact, on February 25th, 26th and 27th 2019 it 

was 20c on each of those days. 

The rainfall was nothing remarkable, but I am sure you will all agree it was 

nice that it was much drier than January, just less than half at 41.9mm. Going 

back many years, it was quite a bit wetter than it often has been. 

Janet Birch  

 

RECYCLING UNWANTED CLOTHES, TOWELS AND 

BED LINEN IN FURNEUX PELHAM 

It’s still open! 

The Salvation Army recycling bin in the Parish 

Council car park is still open during this lockdown. 

Please put items in a bag and deposit in the bin. These 

are sorted into items suitable for sale in their UK 

charity shops, shipped overseas for sale or sold in bulk 

for recycling. Using the bank is a convenient way to increase the useful life 

of your unwanted items, minimise material going to landfill, and also 

produces a cash sum for spending on community projects in the village.  
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PUZZLE BREAK……. 

 

Sudoku 

Complete the grid so that 

every row, column and 

every three-by-three box 

contains the digits 1 to 9. 

Solve the puzzle by logic 

and reasoning alone – no 

maths involved!  

 

 

 

 

February 2021 puzzle answers 

 

 

The remaining letters in the 
criss cross spell  

CHIPS 
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Word search 

Words can run side to side, up and down, diagonally AND backwards! 
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A120 Bypass and Flood Alleviation Scheme 
Some photos from the latest project newsletter…… 

 

 

 

Detailed information is available on Herts County Council website 

If you would like to contribute to the contents of this 

magazine, please email copy to 

pelhamscommag@gmail.com by the 15th of the month. 

mailto:pelhamscommag@gmail.com

